National Holidays and Memorial Days in Taiwan
*Denotes a national holiday when government offices are closed.
Founding Day of the Republic of China  中華民國開國紀念日
(January 1) 
The Republic of China was founded on this day in 1912. Each year, the ROC president presides over a ceremony commemorating this event, which is attended by the presidents of each of the five Yuan (branches) of the central government, heads of the ministries, and other high-level officials. 

Lunar New Year 春節 
(February 9, 2005 / January 29, 2006)
Lunar New Year falls on the first day of the first month in the lunar calendar. As this holiday spans several days, it is the biggest and longest festival celebrated in Taiwan. Festivities usually begin with a family reunion on New Year's Eve and last until the Lantern Festival, or the 15th day of the first month of the new lunar year.
Lantern Festival 元宵節
The New Year season draws to a close with the Lantern Festival on the 15th day (full moon) of the first lunar month. Many temples are illuminated by colorful lanterns of varying shapes and sizes. Riddle contests are held and yuan siao 元宵 glutinous rice dumplings are eaten.
Peace Memorial Day 和平紀念日 
(February 28)
In remembrance of those lost during and following the February 28 Incident of 1947, and in hopes of healing the wounds and closing the divisions left by the episode, this day is observed as a national memorial day. In 1997, Peace Memorial Day was elevated to the status of a national holiday.

Women's Day 婦女節 
(March 8)
Women's Day has been observed since 1924, following the introduction of the women's movement from the West.

Youth Day 青年節 
(March 29)
Youth Day was initially observed on May 4 in commemoration of student participation in the May Fourth Movement 五四運動 in 1919. It was changed to March 29 in 1943 in remembrance of the young revolutionary fighters' role in the tenth uprising against the Manchus in Canton in 1912.
Children's Day 兒童節
(April 4)
Activities are held at schools and by educational institutions to mark Children's Day, which has been observed since 1932.
Tomb-Sweeping Day 清明節  
(April 5, 2005 / April 5, 2006)
Traditionally, people in Taiwan sweep their family tombs out of respect for their ancestors at least once a year, usually on the first few days prior to or following cing ming 清明, one of the 24 solar terms of the traditional calendar. In 1935, the government designated cing ming as Tomb-Sweeping Day.

Labor Day 勞動節
(May 1)
Following the inception of Labor Day by an international alliance in 1889, and five years after the "eight-hour movement" initiated by American workers for better treatment, laborers in Canton began to observe the occasion in 1920. Labor Day was not celebrated nationwide until 1928, however, when it became a national holiday for workers in certain trades. 

Mother's Day 母親節
(May 8, 2005 / May 14, 2006)
Awards are presented to model mothers by municipal governments and women's organizations on the second Sunday of May.

Dragon Boat Festival 端午節 
(June 11, 2005 / May 31, 2006)
This summer festival began as a time for driving off evil spirits and was later enriched by the legend of the patriotic scholar-statesman Cyu Yuan 屈原 of the Warring States Period. During this festival, which falls on the fifth day of the fifth month of the lunar year, people flock to watch exciting dragon boat races and enjoy traditional glutinous rice dumplings. 

Ghost Festival 中元節
On the first day of the seventh lunar month, it is said that the gates of hell are opened and spirits are allowed a month of feasting and revelry in the land of the living. The high point involves great sacrificial feasts set out at temples and in front of homes to appease wandering souls on the 15th day of the Ghost Month 鬼月.

Father's Day 父親節
(August 8)
This day was designated Father's Day in 1945. The Chinese characters for "eight" 八 and "pa" 爸 are both pronounced ba. Said twice as baba could indicate either August 8 (the eighth day of the eighth month of the solar year) or one's father (papa).

Armed Forces Day 軍人節
(September 3) 
Armed Forces Day was first observed in 1955 in memory of the contributions of military servicemen during the eight-year Sino-Japanese War, which ended with the Japanese surrender on September 3, 1945.  Servicemen are given leave in accordance with Ministry of National Defense directives.

Mid-Autumn Festival 中秋節 
(September 18, 2005 / October 6, 2006)
Family members reunite in the evening to have barbeques and moon cakes 月餅, while gazing at the full moon to celebrate the third and last major traditional festival of the year. It falls on the 15th day of the eighth month in the lunar calendar.

Teachers' Day 教師節 / Confucius's Birthday 孔子誕辰紀念日
(September 28)
Teachers' Day is observed on the anniversary of Confucius's birthday, as he was a great sage and teacher who has had far-reaching influence on Chinese philosophy and culture. Ceremonies are held at all Confucian temples, the largest one being at Taipei's Confucian Temple 臺北孔廟, where a special dance in honor of the great teacher is performed each year. Awards are presented on this day by the government to distinguished teachers.
Double Tenth National Day 雙十節 / 國慶日  
(October 10)
The Double Tenth National Day is observed in commemoration of the Wuchang Uprising 武昌起義 on October 10, 1911, which led to the establishment of the ROC on January 1, 1912. After the president addresses the public in front of the Presidential Office Building, a parade ensues comprised of members from the armed forces academies, representatives of different professions, folk dancers, and lion dancers. 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Birthday 國父誕辰紀念日 
(November 12)
Respect is paid to the Founding Father of the nation at the Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall 國父紀念館 on this day.

Constitution Day 行憲紀念日
(December 25)
The Constitution of the ROC was promulgated on January 1, 1947, and went into effect on December 25 of the same year

